
 
 

Readers are Leaders E-News 

Tutoring Sets Volunteer on New Life Course 

By Lynn Smith  
I became an ESOL tutor in 
2009, after my friend Becca 
invited me to a Literacy 
Council event. The timing was 
perfect: I'd just discovered my 
latent interest in English 
grammar while helping an 
Iranian friend fine-tune his 
writing. I knew I needed to get 
involved at the Council.          
  
My decision also came from a 
general need for change. I'd 
graduated from UNC Asheville 
with no sense of direction. I'm 
legally blind, and felt I had 

nothing to offer. My dad had died the year before, and I was angry all the 
time. Signing up for the tutor training was part of a larger effort to get out 
of the rut I'd been in. 

            I began working with Delia in September 2009. She's a Mexican 
mother of three whose smile melts everyone. Her shyness dissolved during 
our first session, as she used her limited English to tell me about her family. 
Over our two years together, she's gone from High Beginner to High 
Intermediate level, and continues to work hard and make progress despite 
many obstacles. 
            I had endless energy for tutoring and always wanted to improve. 
Finally, I realized I'd found my passion, so I applied to Western Carolina 
University's MA program in Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages. In retrospect, this path seems obvious, given my love of language, 
preference for practical applications, and desire to help people. But I'd never 
given ESOL any thought before the Literacy Council. 
            After I decided to go back to school, I felt I needed experience 
teaching a group. When a Low Beginner class lost its tutor, I stepped in. I've 
been working with Pedro, Adrián, and Maritza for seven months now, and 
they, like Delia, are a high point of every week. 
            Tutoring has been an amazing experience. I worry that I can never do 
as much for my students as they've done for me. They've given me a sense of 
purpose, family, community, and optimism that I didn't have before. 
  

"They've given me a sense of purpose, 
family, community and optimism " 

2nd Annual Stakeholders Meeting 
October 19, 2011, 5:30-6:30 p.m.   
  
The Literacy Council achieved remarkable successes over the past year. 
The Officers and Directors are honored to invite you to enjoy the autumn 
view and learn about the accomplishments at the Literacy Council during 
the 2010-2011 fiscal year.  A brief presentation will include reviews of the 
business year, our program activities, and other Literacy Council news. 
 
There will be an opportunity to provide input to organization leaders 
following the meeting.    
 
The Crest Center  
22 Celebration Place  
Asheville, NC 28806   
Click here for directions  
 
Meeting space generously provided by: 
M7 Event Solutions 
Beverages generously provided by:  
Bed & Biscuit Pet Spa and the 

Weinhaus  
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Upcoming Events 
 

October 18th, 5:30 -7pm.: 
AE in-service Motivation & 
Perseverance  
 
October 19th, 9 - 10:30am.: 
New tutor orientation  
 
October 19th, 5:30 -6:30pm.: 
Stakeholders Meeting  
 
October 20th,5:30- 7:00pm.: 
New Tutor orientation  
 
October 28th,12- 1:30 pm.: 
ESOL in-service lunch and learn 
 
 
November 24-25: 
Office closed for Thanksgiving 

 

Gift Wrapping at Barnes 
& Noble Booksellers 
December 9, 2011   
  

  
 
Help us spread the word about 
the Literacy Council while 
wrapping gifts at Barnes & 
Noble Booksellers located at the 
Asheville Mall. Volunteers are 
requested to take a shift of one 
to two hours, between 10am and 
4:30pm on Fri., Dec. 9. Not able 
to help us wrap gifts this year? 
Come purchase a book and 
support the Literacy Council. 
  
Those interested in volunteering 
should e-mail Jon Hettrick or 
call 828-254-3442 x 204.

Recycling Helps!   
 
Did you know that last year the 
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Thanks for a successful Authors for Literacy 
event 

 
The 2011 Authors for Literacy Dinner & Silent 
Auction was successful beyond our wildest 
expectations.  With over 260 guests, not only 
was it the most highly attended event in the four 
years since it began, but it surpassed revenue 
goals-bringing over $30,000 to the Literacy 
Council.  Because of the generosity of event 
guests, volunteers, sponsors, and donors, this 
unrestricted funding will benefit the Literacy 
Council's students who are working day after 
day to improve their lives, often in spite of great 
obstacles. 
  
In addition to Ron Rash's brilliant and inspirational presentation, highlights 
from the evening include: a moving testimonial from a former Literacy Council 
student, an exciting silent auction, live mountain music by the Over the 
Mountain Boys, live watercolor painting by artist Olga Dorenko and, for the 
first time, a live auction. 
  
Click here to view a slideshow of the 4th Annual Authors for Literacy Dinner & 
Silent Auction. All photos by Steve Mann of Black Box Photography:  
 

Resources for Tutors 

 
Tutors gathered recently at the Literacy Council office 
to watch the DVD  How Difficult Can This Be? The 
F.A.T. City Workshop-Understanding Learning 
Disabilities  presented by Richard D. Lavoie. A brief 
discussion followed. 
  
Tutor Elizabeth Pou said, " The exercises that placed 
the teachers in the positions of learning disabled 
children were especially illuminating. Excellent 
learning experience." 
  
A copy of the video is available in the office. To learn 
more about the F.A.T City workshop or to watch the 
70 minute video online click here  

  

Literacy Council earned over 
$150 in rewards through Office 
Depot's printer cartridge 
recycling program? We 
purchased a new projector 
screen as well as training 
supplies with this rewards cash. 
We accept any used printer or 
copier ink cartridge. 

 

Social Networking: 
Are you a Fan? 

  
Like us/ Friend us/ follow us. 

We are on Facebook  

Twitter  and Flickr.   
 
Stay connected and help us 
network by sharing our links 
with your friends. 

 

 Click Here to Subscribe

Questions? Comments? 
Contact us 
by phone  

828-254-3442  
or email 

literacybc@litcouncil.com 

Visit our Website at 
www.litcouncil.com 

The Literacy Council of Buncombe County 
31 College Place, Suite B-221 

Asheville, NC 28801 
 828-254-3442 
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